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Workforce Housing Coalition Asks
MTA to Include Affordable Housing

The Westchester Workforce Housing Coalition sent a letter this
week asking the Board of the MTA to pass a resolution requiring
at least 20% affordable housing in all of its transit oriented
developments, including its first project in Harrison.




The Coalition, consisting of CHI, the White Plains/Greenburgh NAACP, Westchester
Habitat for Humanity, the Tri-State Transportation Campaign and other organizations,
has objected to a preliminary agreement for the MTA to sell 3.28 acres of its land at the
Harrison train station to a private developer, with plans to build 143 "luxury high-end"
apartments renting for approximately $3,500 per month. The Coalition's stand has
enlisted the support of the federal HUD Monitor appointed to oversee Westchester's
compliance with a federal consent decree to eliminate discriminatory zoning. County
Executive Robert Astorino has also publicly supported including affordable housing in
the Harrison development and sponsored a meeting between the MTA and Harrison
officials a few weeks ago.

Still, there is no reported movement in Harrison's refusal to require any affordable
housing.

See the text of the letter here: 2-23-15 Letter to Prendergast

The Roberts Report

How We All
Pay for
Affordable
Housing

By Alexander Roberts

What do a pig farmer in lowa, a sanitation man in Mount Vernon and a
bond trader in New York City have in common? They all are paying for
affordable housing in the richest areas of Westchester County.

The county's refusal to transfer the obligation to create affordable housing to
municipalities - the direction of New York state law and county policy for more than 20
years - has meant that federal, state and local taxpayers are paying well more than
$200,000 for each two-bedroom apartment created under the federal consent decree.
That federal order requires Westchester County to ensure the creation of 750 units of
affordable housing in overwhelmingly white areas to overcome the effects of de facto
segregation.

Take Roundtop, an affordable housing development of 92 one- and two-bedroom
apartments in Montrose. The total development cost for that project was $31 million,
or $337,000 for each apartment. Because affordable rents can only support about
$100,000 in mortgage debt, that meant that federal, state and Westchester County
taxpayers had to subsidize $237,000 for each unit. The approval last month of a project



http://chigrants.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2-23-15-Letter-to-Prendergast.pdf
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